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How do we foster and deepen student seirei Christopher Kodomoen Teacher : Jesse Reitzin

During circle time discussions in Lamb
class, we try and keep conversations
causal as teachers candidly share their
own theories and experiences with the

students. This practice exemplifies the curiosity and
confidence we want to see amongst the learners. A
quick reflection of a story picture-book through a
conceptual lens can turn into a rich discussion.

When conversations connect with students’ every-
day experiences, we see them taking ownership. After
a story about bears and honey last week, the teachers
sitting around the circle started with an anecdote like
“Hey that reminds me. I had honey on my toast this
morning!”

Statements like these invite students to share their
own experiences without the teacher needing to ask
any specific questions. Initial statements may cascade
into discussions about other things we can have on
toast, the consistency of honey, the size of bears and
their furry coats or other animals and their proper-
ties, especially when we are thinking about form. We

are in the realm of Perspective too when comparing
and acknowledging differences and similarities
between students’ anecdotes.

An incidental approach allows more students to
contribute something to
the discussion comfort-
ably. Taking turns as the
speaker also happens
naturally when there is a |
guided but free-flowing Wi
exchange, and students K
are naturally motivated to
share their anecdotes.

The most satisfying and ;
enjoyable thing about practices like these, is knowing
that through intentional but casual exchanges,
students are acquiring new language
patterns and ways of thinking. They are
not merely answering questions. Rather,
they are being subtly guided to think
conceptually.
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